
ANNOUNCEMENTS                      
               
No Services on Holiday Wednesday Nights 
There will be no Wednesday evening services on Christmas Eve (December 24), or 
New Year’s Eve (December 31). 

VBS - A Shorter Special 2009 Program
The Education Committee has elected rather than a traditional 6 to 7 day VBS to 
have a shorter version in 2009, such as a one day “Super Saturday” or a 2 to 3 day 
themed program.  If you would be interested in chairing and/or being a part of  the 
planning committee for this program, please contact Dale or Billie Everett.

Cookbooks for Sale
Sean Sellers and his family are going on a mission trip to the Philippines this May.  
To help raise money for the trip, Sean’s mother, Priscilla, is selling her recipes.  
The cookbooks are located in the foyer, so pick one up and leave a donation in the 
box.  (Suggested donation is $15.00)
DEADLINE FOR VAC—Today! 
All VAC gifts and cash contributions are due today.  Please remember that new 
gifts must be wrapped with the recipient’s name and family # written in bold 
letters on the package.  Used gifts in good condition can be given but must not be 
wrapped.  The name and family # should appear on all gift cards and checks.   You 
can contribute cash to be used for food vouchers or gifts without a specific family 
# designated.  We will use these contributions for the families who are still in need.  
All cash, checks and gift cards must be given to either Barbara Martin or Billie 
Everett and not put in the large boxes with the gifts.  Checks made payable to 
VAC are tax deductible. Thanks for your generosity!
Big Brothers Big Sisters: 100 Men in 100 Days
Will you spare an hour a week and join our 100 Men in 100 Days Campaign?  Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Central Missouri is celebrating its 40th Anniversary of 
providing one-on-one friendship and guidance to Columbia’s young people from 
single-parent homes and foster homes, and also to children with an incarcerated 
parent, but we need male mentors!  With a Big Brother these children are 52% 
more likely to attend school; 27% less likely to begin using alcohol; 46% less 
likely to begin using illegal drugs.  Will you become a mentor and help us reach 
our goal of 100 Men in 100 Days?  For more information, visit our website at 
www.bigsofcentralmo.org.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
If you are currently teaching at any level or desire to be a Bible School teacher, 
you are invited to attend a teachers training seminar on Saturday, February 21, 
2009.  Russ Cochran, Ph.D., Harding University, will be the instructor. The session 
will be from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Lunch and child care will be provided.  A sign-
up sheet will be available in the foyer two to three weeks before the seminar in 
order to provide adequate lunch and child care. 	           ~The Education Committee

Inclement Weather Policy
With winter weather approaching it is important for you to know the Elders’ policy for 
cancelling Sunday or Wednesday services, or other church activities. The decision will be 
made by an assigned Elder along with Ministry Staff.  A decision to cancel will activate 
the computerized phone system, and everyone in the current directory will be notified.  
Local media outlets will also be contacted, particularly KMIZ, which we find more 
accurate and timely.  If your number is not in the directory and you want to be notified, 
please call and leave it with the church office.  We do not like to cancel services, but must 
carefully consider the safety and well being of all of our members, so be sure to check for a 
cancellation notice when weather is severe. 

Novella’s Book and Meeting
Our new book, Redeeming Love, is in at Barnes & Noble.  Our next meeting 
to discuss it is scheduled for January 15th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Brooke 
Shackelford.  Ladies who have not previously participated are welcome to join.
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SHEPHERD’S CORNER

Are we (members of the Churches of Christ) winners?

If you just look at the numbers, the results of a Gallup Poll might lead to that conclusion.  
Americans who stated their religious affiliation as “Church of Christ” were reported by 
Gallup as being more likely, than people affiliated with any other religious group, to 
“attend weekly worship services”.  The Gallup poll done between 2002-2005, shows 
that those who gave their church affiliation as “Church of Christ” headed the list of 
most likely to attend weekly worship services, with 68% likely to attend on a given 
week.  Next among the top five leaders, came the Mormons (67%), Pentecostals (65%), 
Southern Baptists (60%), and Catholics (45%).  The group with the lowest reported 
attendance was Episcopalians (32%).  So, we are winners!

Or, are we?  With only 68% (about two thirds) of our membership likely to attend 
worship on any given Sunday, are we to look at ourselves as “proud winners”?  With 
only 2 out of every 3 of us attending worship, do we see an indication of problems?  Is 
God pleased with such a low percentage of members assembling on the Lord’s Day for 
worship?  Of course, we can say, “Just attending worship does not get us to Heaven.”  
A true statement, but is our regular presence at worship any indicator of our spiritual 
growth and maturity?  Is our attendance an indicator of our willingness to grow?

One of the areas where the elders have challenged the congregation, in our recently 
announced plan for growth, is for us to increase our attendance at the Sunday morning 
worship service by 10%.  We believe that by doing that, we will foster Spiritual growth.  
Worship attendance is just one way that we can all express our commitment to God.

~The Elders

    

Congratulations
Kinder Shamhart, daughter of Dee and Lisa Vanderburg, is a candidate for the 
degree of Juris Doctor at the University of Tulsa College of Law and will be 
honored Saturday, December 20th at the University of Tulsa Great Hall.

Fairview Road Christmas Caroling – Friday, Dec. 19, 5:45 p.m. 
On Friday, Dec. 19, we are going Christmas caroling to several assisted-living 
and nursing homes here in town to sing songs and bring joy and encouragement to 
others!!!!  This event is for everyone, ages 0-110.  Please meet at the building at 
5:45 p.m., and we will carpool.  We should wrap up by 8:00 p.m.  If you have any 
questions, contact Eric Hanes.  See you there!

MAY WE PRAY FOR YOU?
Guests and members, if you have something our Fairview Family Prayer Team can pray for, 
please fill out a Prayer Request Sheet in the maroon Friendship Folders. Place the Request 
in the offering plate during our time of giving.  A Prayer Team member will be committed to 
praying for you during the week. Thank you for allowing us to serve you in this way.

    ST. FRANCIS SCHEDULE
The Fairview Church provides meals twice a month for the St. Francis House, a shelter 
for homeless men. There is a sign-up sheet located on the Family bulletin board. 
Thank you from Neva Berkey and Barbara Cornell.					  December 28	 Meat: Candace Stevenson, Newbys
				    Vegetable: Jan Kelly, Ann Forsee			 

SERVING NEXT WEEK - Sunday, December 21
Song Leader.......................................................................................... Andrew Lough
Opening Prayer............................................................................................David Hurt
Communion Meditation.......................................................................Dee Vanderburg
Serving Communion................................Paul Hanna, Marcus Crim, Brent Carpenter
........................................................................Burt Miller, Joe Kelly, Rob Kallenbach
Giving Our Gifts
Scripture Reading....................................................................................... Dan Cornell 
Pastoral Prayer & Family News................................................................Glen Godsey
Greeters.................................................Addie Jackson, Toney Jackson, Kevin Everett
..............................................................Barbara Osburn, Don Osburn, Maxine Sewell
Ushers..................James Treece, Colby Vanderburg, Howard Davenport, Brad Davis
Sound Room Operator................................................................................. Jim Inman
Powerpoint Projector................................................................................ Clint Lasiter
Count Contribution....................................................... Dwayne Baskett, Dale Everett	
Baby Nursery.............................................Kristin Lasiter, Jo Mason, Barbara Osburn
Toddler Nursery...............................................................Jordan Sanders, Vicki Ratliff
2s & 3s (Second Hour)..............................................................Kim and Casey Suppes
Children’s Bible Hour.................................................................................No Meeting

____________________________________________________

GLANCE AHEAD
Deadline for VAC Christmas Gifts........Dec. 14
FRYG  Devo @ Osburns’  @5:30.........Dec.  14
K-3rd Linus Blanket Project...................Jan. 10
FRYG @ Fellowship Hall....................... Jan. 11
Novellas @ Shackelford’s.......................Jan. 15
AIM retreat........................................Feb. 6 & 7
Teacher Training with Ros Cochran....... Feb. 21

THIS WEEK’S READING
    
     Sun.	        Ps. 119:1-48       1 Cor. 3
     Mon.	        Ps. 119:49-104   1 Cor. 4
     Tues	        Ps. 119:105-176 1 Cor 5
     Wed.	        Ps. 120-123        1 Cor 6
     Thurs.	       Ps. 124-127        1 Cor 7:1-24
     Fri.	        Ps. 128-131    	   1 Cor 7:25-40
     Sat.           Ps. 132-135        1 Cor 8

Shepherds’ Vision Goals
Overall Goal:  
To grow spiritually and numerically as “a family growing people to the glory of God”.
Goals for the next 12 months: 

Increase participation by at least 10% in these areas: Sunday Worship, 
Bible School, Ministry Works, and Small Groups.
Make a list of 5 folks to pray for & invite to Small Group or Worship.
Add 20 new teachers.
Total Congregational giving challenge - increase giving by 28%.	

       Note: The elders will evaluate the giving trends between now and May 1: 	       
             13% increase – Will fully fund existing ministries.
             28% increase – Will fund an additional minister and more ministries, 	
	                           which is what the elders would like to do.
      Want to learn more about specific plans to reach these goals?   Ask an      	
	 elder or minister or go to our website: www.fairviewroad.org.
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