
Family Focus
shepherd’s corner

DO WE REALLY GET IT?

	 Until sometime after the resurrection of Christ, the many followers and even 
the disciples themselves never really understood Jesus. They did not really ‘get it’. They 
heard great teachings of God’s ways, but did not understand the connection between the 
words and walking in them. They heard parables of the ways of the kingdom, but had 
to ask their meanings and still did not understand. They witnessed countless miracles of 
physical healings, but failed to understand the true healing powers of God. They were 
there when demons were cast out, but did not begin to know the spirit of God. They 
experienced nature being under Jesus’ control, but could only marvel and wonder rather 
than comprehend. They handed out food to thousands starting with only a few pieces, 
but seemed to get nothing more from the experience than some exercise from gathering 
up the leftovers. They even went out with powers of healing, but returned joyous at 
what ‘they’ had done. 

	 Maybe, though, we should not be too harsh on this group. In Luke 10:21, Jesus 
praised God for revealing things to ‘little children’. Perhaps this indicates that there still 
needed to be growth to become mature in understanding. We have the completed words 
of the Bible, but still have some problems with understanding and certainly applying 
all things ourselves. Do we not read and believe the words, yet have trouble walking in 
them daily? Do we put our trust and faith fully in the power of God to work in our lives 
today? Do we allow the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and work with us in a daily walk in 
the kingdom? Are we reaping benefits from the experience of the indwelling of God in 
our lives, or just exercising religion? 

	 There certainly are ‘little children’ in this congregation, new to the words and 
ways of Christ, but there are also many mature ‘daily walkers’ in this family. I pray that 
the energy and drive of the young work along side with the wisdom and steadfastness 
of those mature, and that united together, we grow as a family to the glory of God.

In His Service	
Britt Newby  

Shepherds’ Vision Goals
Overall Goal:  
To grow spiritually and numerically as “a family growing people to the glory of God”.
Goals for the next 12 months: 

Increase participation by at least 10% in these areas: Sunday Worship, Bible 
School, Ministry Works, and Small Groups.
Make a list of 5 folks to pray for & invite to Small Group or Worship.
Add 20 new teachers.
Total Congregational giving challenge - increase giving by 28%.	

      Want to learn more about specific plans to reach these goals?   Ask an      	
	 elder or minister or go to our website: www.fairviewroad.org.
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Our Shepherds 
Glen Godsey, Charles Martin, Britt Newby, Don Osburn, 

Jerry Templer, James Treece, Dee Vanderburg

JUST 4 YOUTH
                                                                                                    

FRYG Devo @ Wells’................................................... Today
Beautiful Girlfriends...............................................January 26
4th-7th Grade Devo................................................January 29
4th-7th Grade Get Together....................................February 7
K-3rd Valentine’s Party.........................................February 13
FRYG Devo @ Harvey’s......................................February 14 
Winterfest........................................................ February 19-21

Current food pantry requests are for: pancake mix syrup, spaghetti 
sauce, pasta, tuna, salmon, canned fruit, apple sauce, or paper 
towels.  Please place your donation in the container in the Foyer. 
Thanks.

St. Francis House - 2010 Sign-Up Posted                                    
Fairview provides meals for St. Francis House shelter for 
homeless men on the first and fourth Sundays of each month. 
Sign up today in the west foyer! (Contacts: Barbara Miller 
[1st], Barbara Cornell  [4th]).  January 24 Meat: Jose Cerrato-
Garcia; Karen Davenport; Vegetable: Lanelle Basket; Brook 
Shackelford.  February 7 Meat: Patsy Kaupp; need one volunteer.  Vegetable: 
Meredith Strawn; Phyllis Willis.                                                 

On Being Transformed
“The voice of God we seek to hear is only one part of a life of humility, power, faith 
and hopeful love, whose final overall character is life with God in the embrace of the 
everlasting arms (Deut. 33:27).”

Five steps to study that transforms:                                                                          
	                                                                                                                              

   Information
   Longing for it to be so
   Affirmation it must be so
   Invitation to God to make it so.
   Appropriation by God’s grace it is so.
                                   

      From Dallas Willard in Hearing God

                                               
	

GLANCE AHEAD
College Adoption Luncheon....................Today
Novellas........................................... February 6
Full Family Fellowship................... February 7 
Love & Respect........................February 12-13

NEW CONTACT INFO

Geoff and Brook Shackelford:

    (573) 808-0244 [Home]

THIS WEEK’S READING     
      Sun. - Isaiah 29-31; Eph. 1
	 Ps. 78:1-25; Proverbs 23:34-35  
     Mon.- Isaiah 32-34; Eph. 2
	 Ps. 78:26-50; Proverbs 24:1-2
     Tues.- Isaiah 35-37; Eph. 3
	 Ps. 78:51-72;  Proverbs 24:3-4
     Wed.-	Isaiah 38-40; Eph.. 4
	 Ps. 79; Proverbs 24:5-6
     Thurs.- Isaiah 41-43; Eph. 5
	 Ps. 80; Proverbs 24:7-8
     Fri. - 	 Isaiah 44-46; Eph. 6
	 Ps. 81; Proverbs 24:9-10
     Sat. -	 Isaiah 47-49; Phil. 1:1-14
	 Ps. 82; Proverbs 24:11-12

NEWS TO KNOW

Love & Respect Marriage and 
Relationship Seminar & Valentine’s Dinner                                    
Sign up now and invite your friends and neighbors to this great semi-
nar for both couples and individuals.  It is scheduled to be presented 
in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, February 12 from 6:15 - 9:45 p.m. 
and Saturday, February 13 from 8:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  The conclud-
ing event will be a special Valentine’s Dinner on Saturday from 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m.  Free babysitting will be provided for both the sessions 
and the dinner.  The cost is $12.50 per person or $25.00 per couple.  Don’t let cost stop 
you - scholarships are available.  Questions?  Contact Brian Hajicek or David Parker.

College Adoption/Small Group Luncheon TODAY!                                    
Today members of both the College and Hurt/Vanderburg Small 
Groups, those who have adopted a college student and anyone 
interested in the campus ministry will meet for a luncheon in 
the Fellowship Hall right after church today.  In lieu of the 
Campus small group, all students, adopted or not are invited.   
This will be an opportunity for adopted students and their fami-
lies to connect, give students who would like to be adopted the opportunity, and give 
those interested in the campus ministry a chance to get together.  Baby sitting will not 
be available, but there will be a kids’ table.                                                                         

THANKS!
The College/Young Professional group would like to pass on a 
huge THANK YOU to the Everetts, Wells, Hajiceks and Park-
ers for making the Progressive Dinner so much fun.  There are 
pictures on the Campus Ministry bulletin board of the wonderful 
feast!

                                         
                                                         
        

4th-7th Grade Devo
Eric and Sharita Wilson will host our 4th through 7th graders at a devo at their home 
this Friday, January 24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Boys are asked to please bring drinks and 
girls dessert.  A devo by Eric will follow.

Next 2010 FRYG Devo
The FRYG Devos got off to a great start with 10 teens present at the first 2010 meeting.  
The next devo will be next Sunday, January 24, at 5:30 at the home of  William and 
Stephanie Wells.  All food will be provided, and a devo will follow. 
                                                                                                       

Novellas - Rescheduled
Our brunch and discussion of The Christmas Sweater by Glen Beck at 
the home of Judy Ferguson and Vicki Ratliff has been rescheduled for 
February 6 at 10:00 a.m.  If you have never been to a Novellas meeting, 
now would be a great time to start!  This is a fast, easy delightful book 
to read..  Also bring your ideas for our next book. Sign up in the foyer.                                                                                              

Birthday/Anniversary Calendar                                              
Have you noticed that the monthly Calendar has a new look?  
Thanks so much to Candace Stevenson who has been providing 
fresh, new creative designs for them for the last few months.  
Thanks also to some of you who have let us know about omissions.  
If you see a birthday or anniversary, your own or someone else’s 
that is not shown, please let us know so we can update the data 
base and give Candace the best information possible to work with.  We would like to 
see everyone represented.   




